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SENATE TAX BILL 


Republicans 
mobilize 
grassroots, 
conservative 
media on 
tax bill 
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m Senate Republicans appeared on the 
cusp of passing the most sweeping 
tax rewrite in generations, with the 
biggest benefits flowing to the 
highest-earning Americans. 


SAM HODGSON NYT 


A frequent companion of Trump’s during the campaign, Retired Lt. General Michael Flynn could now be a key witness against the 
president if Justice Department Special Counsel Robert Mueller concludes he has legal grounds to prosecute him. 


WITH FLYNN’S GUILTY PLEA, MUELLER 
CLOSES IN ON TRUMP, KUSHNER 


m Former national security adviser Michael Flynn pleaded guilty to lying to the FBI 
about his Russian contacts, an ominous sign for the White House during an ongoing 
probe of possible coordination between the Trump campaign and the Kremlin. 


BY ANDREA DRUSCH 
adrusch@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

Republicans needed Republicans 
to get their tax overhaul through 
Congress, so they have used GOP- 
friendly media and grassroots groups 
to twist lawmakers’ arms. 

GOP members of Congress have 
been skeptical of several parts of the 
Republican-authored tax bills, sug- 
gesting they increase the deficit too 
much or don’t give enough of a tax 
break to the middle class or small 
businesses. 

Those doubts stalled the bill in the 
Senate on Thursday evening, caus- 
ing visible frustration from a handful 
of Republican senators and resulting 
in a heated discussion on the Senate 
floor. 

By Friday, leaders said those con- 
cerns were addressed. But in order 
to pass, the tax measure still has 


meddling, legal experts said. 

The former national security adviser’s 
plea to a single count of lying to FBI 
agents, and the disclosure that he is coop- 
erating with investigators, means Justice 
Department Special Counsel Robert 
Mueller has secured the inside witness he 
has sought for months in his sprawling 
inquiry. 

Flynn, a former three-star Army general, 
admitted that he lied about multiple con- 
tacts he had with Russia’s U.S. ambassa- 


BY GREG GORDON, BEN WIEDER 
AND PETER STONE 


McClatchy Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON 

Retired Lt. Gen. Michael Flynn’s guilty 
plea Friday signals that he already has 
provided federal prosecutors with incrimi- 
nating information about President Don- 
ald Trump or senior members of his inner 
circle, marking an explosive turn in the 
investigation into whether Trump’s 2016 
campaign collaborated in Russia’s election 


SEE TAX BILL, 11A 
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Still devastated by Maria, Puerto Rico fears an 
economic ‘hurricane’ in GOP tax bill, 15A 


Kushner 
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TALLAHASSEE 


Accuser goes public with complaint against 
Sen. Latvala, details claims of harassment 


Facebook 


Rachel Perrin Rogers and her 
husband, Brian Hughes. 


mAs a retired judge investigates allegations of sexual harassment 
against state Sen. Jack Latvala, the accuser, Rachel Perrin Rogers, 
has made her complaint public. It details what she said he did. 


BY MARY ELLEN KLAS 
Herald/Times Tallahassee Bureau 


TALLAHASSEE 
The sexual harassment case 
against Florida Sen. Jack Latvala, 


pending in Tallahassee before a 
retired judge, centers on allega- 
tions made by a legislative aide 
— five incidents over four years 
involving her directly and one 
incident she witnessed — accord- 
ing to a complaint released 


Thursday and interviews with 
both the accused and her accus- 
er. 

Retired Circuit Court Judge 
Ronald V. Swanson has been 
hired as the special master to 
decide whether there is probable 
cause to conclude that Latvala, a 
veteran lawmaker who has tem- 
porarily stepped aside as chair- 
man of the powerful Appropri- 


ations Committee, violated Sen- 
ate rules and subjected Rachel 
Perrin Rogers to unwanted sex- 
ual harassment. Swanson’s re- 
commendation to the Senate 
could come as early as Monday. 
Rogers is the chief legislative 
aide to Senate Republican Leader 
Wilton Simpson, R-Trilby. She 
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DELIVERY 


A NOTE TO 
OUR READERS 


Late coverage of 
Saturday’s ACC 
Championship game may 
delay Sunday delivery to 
some readers. 
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WIDOW’S FRIENDS 
DEAD OR AWAY 


91-year-old widow’s social 
worker wants to get her 
aging home an air 
conditioner and the 
money to run it. 4A 
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Honduras’ electoral court 
was to begin a hand count 


Sunday’s election that had 
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